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BALTIMORE —The emerald ash borer, a tree pest taking over the Midwest, is headed east and could threaten 
Baltimore's ash trees, some of which are well over 100 years old. 

Two ash trees planted at Druid Hill Park after the Civil War are estimated to be about 140 years old. After surviving all 
that time, the trees are in danger of being killed by an insect from Asia. 

"These are the adult emerald ash borer. These are the insects that just do minor damage on the trees just by feeding 
on the leaves, but they lay eggs, which then bore into the tree," said Rob Gorden with ARBORjet. 

The ARBORjet company has come up with a way to protect the trees and kill the insects that are doing the damage. 



"Trees have a vascular system just like our arteries and veins and that sort of thing. So, what we're going to do is 
we're going to drill small holes into the tree, we're going to put a special plug in them to seal the tree, and then we're 
going to inject a needle into the tree's vascular tissue. When we do that, the end result is going to be that the product 
is going to flow up the tree and protect the tree where the insect feeds," Gorden said. 

First, a number of small holes are drilled into the base of the tree, and then a pesticide is injected into the holes, 
paralyzing and killing the insects and protecting the tree for up to three years. 

"It's so much cheaper to treat the trees than to remove them and replace them. There's no need to lose a tree of any 
size, much less these enormous trees that we're here to protect," Gorden said. 

Eric Dihle, chief of forestry for Baltimore City, said the city is looking into the method to protect the city's thousands of 
ash trees. 

"This is a pesticide -- a relatively safe pesticide -- but it's one that can be part of our plan where we treat certain trees 
to save them versus some trees and their poor health condition that, otherwise, we'll go ahead and remove the trees," 
Dihle said. 

So far the insects have not been seen in Baltimore City, but they have been detected as close as Howard County. 
Experts said it's only a matter of time before they reach the city. 
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