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CLINTON — After you walk past the garage of
Clinton residents Kelly and Debby Howry, you
almost can’t help but run into it.

It’s the state’s largest green ash tree, and experts
believe it’s at least 150 years old. And Kelly
Howry hopes it has another 150 years left in it.

“I love this tree,” he said Monday afternoon just a
few feet from its trunk, which measures 83.4
inches around. “I worry about it a lot.”

The latest threat is the emerald ash borer, the invasive species of beetle that is killing ash trees
all over Central Illinois. To fight it he called in extra help from certified arborists and state
officials.

“This is more than just the Howry’s tree,” said Jeff Palmer, a technical manager with Arborjet,
the Massachusetts company that supplied the chemicals for the project for free. “It’s the state’s
tree, too. And it’s a priceless tree.”

After Kelly Howry moved into the residence 33 years ago, the family nominated the tree to the
Illinois Department of Natural Resources to be officially recognized as the largest of its kind in
the state. Officials verified it, and since then it has been the main topic of discussion for visitors
to the Howry home.

“They always are surprised even if they have heard about it,” he said.

The tree stands about 91 feet tall, and officials have not yet identified any signs of sickness or
weakness with the tree.

“What we are doing is a preventative measure,” said Dan Coffin, a certified arborist with
Heartwood Tree and Landscape Solutions of Mahomet. “Throughout the whole state, trees are
dying because of emerald ash borer.”

Coffin said his inspections often show a tree isn’t worth the financial investment needed to save
it, and he would recommend removal in such cases. “We never want to have that happen with
this one,” he said.
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It costs about $100 every two or three years to treat a tree.

To treat the tree, Coffin drilled small holes into the bottom of the trunk and inserted a chemical
called TREE-age over the course of several hours. The chemical will take about four days to
work its way through the entire tree, and it should be resistant to emerald ash borer for at least
two years.

Kurt Bobsin, the IDNR regional forester, said his office is trying to get the word out about the
loss of trees due to emerald ash borers and to promote the fact that with proper care and
maintenance, trees can live as long as they are taken care of.

“This is a perfect example of someone who really cares about this tree and is taking the
precautions to make sure it lives on,” he said. “It’s devastating what is happening in the state
with our trees.”

Palmer said that McLean and Livingston counties have been hit hard.

“I’ve been in Chenoa and Bloomington-Normal, and both have had a lot of damage already,” he
said. “When you have a smaller town like Chenoa, it’s really hard for cities to find the money to
come up with the funds to help.”

Howry said he plans on doing whatever it takes to keep his tree. He continues to prune and
protect it, taking recommendations from experts.

“It’s meant a lot to our family over the years,” said the father of three. “Our kids climbed that tree.
People want to talk about it when they come over. It’s part of our history.”


