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The City Council Finance Committee today urged the city to spend another $1.4 million a year 
to  help protect ash trees from a notorious invasive beetle known for destroying the common 
shade tree. 

By spending the extra money now, the city would avoid losing all 91,000 trees on city parkways 
over the next few years, said Robert Gorden of Arborjet, the company that has the city contract 
for the chemical used to treat the trees. 

“If not treated, every single one of these ash trees is going to die within about five years after 
attack,” Gorden said. “Thousands are already under attack and will die if not treated this year.” 



Replacing all those trees, which provide 20 percent of the city’s canopy, would cost more than 
$100 million, Gorden said. Increased flooding, higher home-heating costs and lower home 
values would result, he added. 

Ald. Richard Mell, 33rd, backed the idea of stepping up treatment, saying that falling tree 
branches could otherwise become a problem across the city. 

“They become very brittle, and because of the ash borer, the limbs will break and fall,” Mell 
said. “And you have this opportunity of this limb coming crashing down on you or a car or 
somebody in your neighborhood. So that’s a bad situation.” 

Since the city first began treating ash trees in 2009, it has treated about 18,000 of those on the 
parkway, said Michael Brown, assistant general superintendent of forestry for the Department of 
Streets and Sanitation. 

“Every tree trimmer we put on doing emerald ash borer treatment is a tree trimmer that comes 
off a tree trimming or tree removal crew,” Brown said. “That is another consideration to make.” 

The city already considers 11,000 of the trees too infested to save over the long run, Brown said. 
Removing and replacing a tree costs nearly $1,200, compared to $20 a year to treat them. 

Mayor Rahm Emanuel’s administration has no immediate comment on the Finance Committee 
recommendation, which will be considered Wednesday by the full council. 
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