
 

 
 
Bike tour stops in Rochester to promote tree 
awareness 
Fundraising cycle tour stops in Rochester and says area is doing a fine job fighting 
the emerald ash borer 
Jul. 29, 2013   |   

 

 
 

Stihl Tour des Trees participants John Kirchner, left, of Chicago and Eric Bristol of Lexington, Mass., take a photo of a Lorax statue 

'treating' an ash tree at Manhattan Square Park in Rochester Monday. The bike tour is on its way to Toronto. / TINA YEE//Staff 

photographer 
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Yes, Rochester does have good news to share. 

The city is fighting the good fight against the emerald ash borer. 
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“Rochester should be commended for what they’re doing here,” said Eric Bristol of Lexington, Mass., 

marketing manager of Arborjet, a company that makes tree injection equipment and chemical 

products. 

During a stop in a fundraising bicycle tour for the TREE (Tree Research & Education Endowment) 

Fund at Manhattan Square Park downtown, Arborjet, which supplies Rochester and other 

municipalities with tree injection materials to combat the emerald ash borer, did a demonstration of its 

system. 

The city of Rochester started its first round of treatment in 2011, treating 3,700 of its ash trees and 

removing an additional 850, said Brian Liberti, city forester with the city’s Division of Forestry. Liberti 

said the city was treating the trees every three years, with the next treatment scheduled in 2014. 

“We feel it’s worth it, being able to treat in house with our own in-house crew,” said Liberti, adding that 

it’s working so far. He said the cost of doing this comes to roughly $50 a tree. 

“The cost of removing the tree, removing the stump, and planting a new tree outweighs the cost of 

saving the tree,” said Liberti, who also presented a proclamation on behalf of Mayor Thomas 

Richards to the TREE Fund, which claimed Monday as a day to honor the work. 

There’s also additional benefits to saving the tree, said Liberti, who said a mature tree provides 

shade, oxygen, absorbs pollution and helps with storm water retention. 

The emerald ash borer is a beetle from Asia that infests ash trees and kills them within a few years, 

according to the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation. DEC has the Greater 

Rochester area under a severe risk for the borer. 

The Stihl Tour des Trees, which started Sunday in Niagara Falls, Ontario, Canada, will end Saturday 

in Toronto. In addition to raising funds for the TREE Fund, the bicycle tour also seeks to raise 

awareness for tree research. 

The tour’s route is always built around an annual International Society of Arboriculture conference, 

said Mary DiCarlo, fund development specialist with the TREE Fund. 

This year’s 2013 ISA Annual International Conference and Trade Show is being held in Toronto Aug. 

3-7. 

 


