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CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Aircraft and automobile manufacturers used ash wood for 

structural components. And it still helps a few major-league baseballs to achieve escape 

velocity. 

But to homeowners along a stretch of West 50th Street in Cleveland, ash is all about 

quality of life. Three dozen of the stately trees create a cathedral-worthy canopy that 

turns the block between Franklin and Bridge avenues into a cool, green oasis. 

That is despite the predations of the emerald ash borer and a city policy of cutting down 

the majestic trees to thwart the invasive beetle. 

Technology pioneered by Massachusetts-based Arborjet  has commuted the double 

death sentences. 

An insecticide called emamectin benzoate is injected into the trunks of the ash trees, the 

holes are plugged and the tree is protected from the insects for three years, said Rob 

Gorden, director of urban forestry for the firm. 

The application method is more efficient and environmentally friendly than spraying the 

leafy canopy or dumping chemicals into the soil, Gorden said. 

Residents raised money three years ago for an initial dose, said Roger Scheve,  a leader 

of the local block club. 

Since then, Arborjet has adopted the block as a pilot project and provides the service 

free. 

“We need to demonstrate to the city that these trees don’t need to be taken down,” 

Gorden said. 

He said it costs $750 to $1,200 to remove and replace a single tree. But a dose of the 

insecticide costs $59 per tree and is good for three years. 

The trees on West 50th are more than 50 years old. 

http://www.arborjet.com/


Shirley Lester moved to the neighborhood 52 years ago and still remembers the elm 

trees that sheltered the block until Dutch elm disease wiped them out. 

“I think it’s wonderful,” she said of the thriving ash trees that replaced the elms. 

“When [the city] talked about cutting the trees down, that didn’t go well,” 

Lester said. “But they didn’t get very far.” 

Arborjet came into the picture after resident Matthew Fehrmann contacted Gorden in 

2009. 

“He called me and said, ‘Please save our trees, and more importantly, please save our 

neighborhood,’ ” Gorden recalled. 

He estimates that there are 6,500 ash trees lining Cleveland streets, in spite of an 

aggressive program to cut them down. 

The city of Chicago has 81,000 ash trees, Gorden said, and they are dosing 40,000 of 

them this year. 

Matt Zone, the city councilman representing the neighborhood, said that in the first half 

of the 20th century, “Cleveland was known as the Forest City. In the 1950s, our 

[citywide] tree canopy was just under a half million trees.” 

“Today we have 103,00 trees, roughly 20 percent of what our canopy was 60 years ago,” 

he said. 

“About five years ago when we, the city, became aware that this ash borer was ravaging 

the trees, the city developed what I consider to be an overly aggressive policy to clear cut 

and remove every ash tree in they city,” Zone said. 

Because of an angry backlash by his constituents, Zone convinced the city to slow the 

cutting program, and to leave the block on West 50th alone. 

His hope is to convince the city to emulate the success in his ward and save money in the 

process. 

The city treasury might not be the only beneficiary. 

http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/2010/07/locals_win_battle_against_city.html


Scheve, a Re/Max real estate agent, said mature trees can boost property values by 15 to 

20 percent. 

Michael Cox, director of public works for the city of Cleveland, said that three years ago 

the city targeted the largest healthy ash trees. He said the policy now is only to cut down 

dying or dead trees. 

Cox said he opposes use the Arborjet technology "because it will keep the ash borer away 

but you have to continue to inject the trees." 

 


