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Treating trees: Bicyclists, city 
battle ash borers 
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Jeff Palmer of Arbojet prepares to inject pesticide into an ash tree Monday at Attridge Park in Baraboo. 

Arborjet sponsored treatment of four of the park's trees against emerald ash borers. Palmer was one of 85 

cyclists and tree lovers who traveled through Baraboo and Sauk City on Monday as part of the Tour des Trees. 
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When it comes to battling emerald ash borers, the best defense is a good offense. 

The city of Baraboo launched a pre-emptive strike this year, treating 178 ash trees in 

hopes of staving off the invasive beetles. In recognition of the city’s efforts, a statewide 

bike tour promoting tree health stopped in Baraboo on Monday afternoon. 



Before demonstrating how ash trees are treated, cyclist and arborist Jeff Palmer praised 

Baraboo for launching its offensive against emerald ash borers, which can devastate an 

entire community’s ash trees in a matter of days. 

“It goes through like a wave,” Palmer said. 

He was among 85 cyclists taking part in the Tour des Trees, a trek that will cover nearly 

600 miles across Wisconsin this week. Each rider pledged to raise $3,500 toward a tree 

fund that pays for research and educational programs promoting tree health. 

“These are passionate people,” said Mary DiCarlo, a representative of the tree fund. 

Stihl is the lead sponsor of the Tour Des Trees. Another sponsor, Arborjet, provided the 

pesticide Palmer injected into the trunks of four trees at Attridge Park. He said the trees 

circulate the pesticide as they would rainwater, and kill any emerald ash borers that land 

on them. The treatment will protect each tree for two years. 

Guarding against ash borers became a priority for the city once the beetles were found at 

Mirror Lake State Park in nearby Lake Delton. Sauk County is one of 29 Wisconsin 

counties under a quarantine that restricts movement of firewood and ash products. 

“Anything south of I-90 is contaminated,” Palmer said. 

Neighboring Columbia County also was added to the list of quarantined counties this 

month. 

Baraboo received a $38,000 grant from the state Department of Natural Resources this 

year to inventory and treat the city’s ash trees. The city’s goal is to treat 200 trees a year 

over the next few years. “We want to preserve and protect older, established trees that are 

worth saving,” said Parks and Recreation Director Mike Hardy, a certified arborist. 

The grant also paid for a workshop held this spring to educate homeowners about 

protecting their ash trees. Palmer said guarding privately owned trees is critical to 

maintaining any community’s canopy. 



“The communities are going to have to manage it,” he said. “The residents can’t wait – 

they have to do something.” 

DiCarlo said some of the money in the tree fund is going toward research into developing 

ash trees that are resistant to borers. That fund also pays for educational events such as a 

stop Monday at the Sauk City Public Library. 

Riders spent Monday night at Chula Vista Resort, bound for Stevens Point on Tuesday. 

“Everybody that breathes should care about trees,” Stihl spokeswoman Anita Gambill 

said. 

 


