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Arlington Heights approves more money 
for emerald ash borer 
February 11, 2014|By Sally Ho, Tribune reporter 

 

 

Arlington Heights recently approved more money for dealing with the emerald ash borer, shown in this 2006 photo. (Terry 

Harris, Chicago Tribune) 

Although some hoped the polar vortex might do some good and kill emerald ash 
borer larvae, the village of Arlington Heights has approved more money to deal with 
its tree crisis. 

Bill Dixon, the village manager, said the Illinois Department of Agriculture advised 
Arlington Heights not to bank on the cold to mitigate its problem with the invasive 
beetle, although there has been recent research suggesting the subzero temperatures 
could freeze the insects. 
  
"A possible reduction in the EAB population due to this (polar vortex) should be seen 
simply as a bonus," according to a memo by Dru Sabatello, village forester. 

So at Monday night's board meeting, village officials approved nearly $160,000 to 
extend its 50/50 cost-share program that originally ran from May 2012 through 
October 2013. 



Arlington Heights now expects about 2,000 trees will get a second treatment under 
the extension and about 500 new trees will be treated over the next two years. 

It cost the village a total of $109,865 to treat the first wave of 2,268 trees, said Scott 
Shirley, public works director. 

The program reimbursed homeowners up to $50 per parkway ash tree if the resident 
hired a commercially licensed pesticide applicator to do a trunk injection of an 
insecticide called TREE-age, officials said. 

The decision also comes at the urging of the residents in the "Save Our Ash 
Coalition," who appealed to the board in November for an extension. 

Under the new extension, the village will spend another $109,865 so that the 
original users of the program can get $50 back on a second treatment. 

A second treatment must be applied two years after from the first treatment, 
Sabatello said. 

The board also allowed an additional $50,000 for new users who apply for their first 
treatments by Oct. 31, 2014. 

Shirley projects another 500 people will sign up as new users, which would mean 
their second treatments could go into October 2016. 

The original proposal did not allow for a second treatment for the new users, but 
trustees pushed for the change. 

Sabatello said the average cost to deal with a dying tree is about $800 for the village 
— which includes $500 for removal and $300 for replanting. 

The treatments are a gamble, as some trees will die anyway depending on its level of 
infection, but Sabatello said the extended program will help spread out the tree-
planting process for the village workers. 
 
"Even though it's more expensive for us — it's pennywise to do it this way," said 
Trustee Joseph Farwell. 

Although Trustee Thomas Glasgow said he didn't elect to treat his own trees, he said 
his neighbors were very happy to preserve theirs. 

"Sometimes it's less about dollars and cents and more about people and how they 
feel about where they live," he said. 
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